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After three hours, the youths 
were home more than an hour late 
and still didn’t hit all the rides they 
wanted to take in. Even Haugum 
admitted she had fun, and Joel Igli 
was quietly plotting a plan to bring 

his girlfriend so she could cuddle 
against him on the scarier rides. 
He said he liked the atmosphere 
better than Lakeside’s big compet-
itor, Six Flags Elitch Gardens.

“It has and old-school feel,” he 

said. “It’s a lot less crowded than 
Elitch’s”

What follows are the teen-ag-
ers’ average grades for a hand-
ful of the big-kid rides at Wheat 
Ridge’s Lakeside: 

CYCLONE: B+ 
The wooden roller coaster is 

the defining feature of the park, 
visible from the interstate and 
dating to 1940. The coaster was 
recognized in 2002 by the Ameri-
can Coaster Enthusiasts as one of 
their 33 classic coasters through-
out the world.

Our teen-agers were harder to 
please.

Though 15-year-old Neil 
Brooks was impressed with the 
views of the lake, he gave the ride 
a B because it didn’t keep up with 
a truck rushing down Sheridan 
Boulevard. They were also hoping 
for a longer ride.
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Erica Haugum, 12, 
is going into the 
seventh grade at 
Oberon Middle 
School. She is 
playing softball 
almost every day 
this summer.

Dillon Haugum, 
16, is going to 
be a junior at 
Arvada West 
High School. He is 
working for a con-
crete company 
this summer.

Neil Brooks, 15, 
will be a sopho-
more at Lakewood 
High School. He 
is working for 
Jefferson County 
Open Space this 
summer.Dillon HaugumErica Haugum Neil Brooks

Matthew Igli Joel Igli

OUR PANEL OF REVIEWERS

Photo by JUSTIN SAGARSEE

The Ferris wheel, the Hurricane and the Starship light up the southwest section of Lakeside Amusement Park in Wheat Ridge.

Five teens grade the thrills at 
Lakeside Amusement Park
BY STEVE GRAHAM
steveg@milehighnews.com

Erica Haugum was tired from a tough softball 
practice and in the surly summer doldrums. 
Lakeside Amusement Park was going to be a 

tough sell on a hot July evening.
She was less than enthusiastic about Lakeside’s big-

gest roller coaster and far more annoyed by even the 
idea of the merry-go-round. Three hours later, the 12-
year-old was grinning and rushing to ride the coaster 
again with her four fellow teen ride reviewers.

A pair of reporters from the Mile High Newspapers 
took five youths, ages 12 to 16, to Jefferson County’s 
oldest and biggest amusement park in early July for a 
decidedly unscientific survey of the rides.

Passing with flying colors

See LAKESIDE, page 14

Matthew and Joel Igli are 15-year-
old twins who attend Horizon High 
School. They are doing landscaping 
work this summer, and Joel sings 
and plays guitar in a band with 
Brooks.

TOMBSTONE TALES
Cowboy poet presents stories, songs of 

famous Golden cemeteryresidents, Page 16 

PLAYHOUSE ON THE ‘CASE’
Olde Town Arvada theater closes 69th season 
with thriller by acclaimed playwright, Page 13
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MERRY-GO-ROUND: D 
Unlike the Cyclone, some of the 

kids thought the classic horse car-
ousel should have ended long be-
fore it did. The ride dates to Lake-
side’s opening in 1908, and the an-
imals are chipped and faded with 
age. However, for history’s sake, no 
trip to the park is complete with-
out a spin on the merry-go-round. 
Maybe.

“I like riding real horses better,” 
said Erica Haugum, rolling her 
eyes and giving an F grade.

Brooks found a way to make 
the ride more fun. He listened to 
Led Zeppelin on his iPod, drown-
ing out the tinny, repetitive carou-
sel song. He also thought of it as a 
social activity.

“As fruity as it seems, I give it a 
C,” he said. “The two-seater would 
be a good place to take your girl-
friend.”

SATELLITE: A 
This ride, first installed in 1958, a 

few years after similar rides opened 
at Coney Island, N.Y., and Disney-
land, spins the rider around in in-
dividual cans that can be moved 
vertically.

“It was fun. It kind of bounc-
es you out of your seat a couple of 
times,” said Dillon Haugum, 16. 
The teen-agers were unanimous in 
their A ratings.

ROCK-O-PLANE: C 
This lakeshore ride is like a fast-

er, more hair-raising Ferris wheel, 
with caged cars that flip — with a 
little effort.

“It was kind of boring and kind 
of slow,” said Dillon Haugum, who 
gave the ride a D. “It would have 
been cool if you flipped over.”

His sister showed him how, rat-
ing the ride an A+ after spending 
the entire time throwing her body 

weight and trying to flip the car — 
and finally succeeding.

SPIDER: A- 
This ride spins and gyrates er-

ratically — all within reach of some 
low-lying branches, our ride testers 
discovered.

“I definitely loved grabbing the 
tree,” said Erica Haugum, smiling. 
“I want to do it again. Some parts 
made your neck go limp and your 
head hit the thing.”

Joel Igli had already grown ob-
sessed with his next trip to Lakeside 

— with a different companion.
“It would be good to take 

your girlfriend on — you’d get all 
squished up against her,” he said.

TILT-A-WHIRL: B 
One of the most famous carni-

val rides, the Tilt-A-Whirl’s chaotic 
spinning didn’t do much to impress 
the young judges.

“It made me a little queasy,” 
complained Brooks after giving 
one of the unanimous B grades.

ROUND-UP: A 

The old-fashioned carnival hy-
perbole for this gravity-defying 
standing spinner ride was matched 
by the teen-agers’ raves and rants. 

“It definitely felt like an A, de-
spite the queasiness factor at the 
end,” said Joel Igli. “It’s probably 
one of the greatest rides ever.”

Brooks agreed.
“This is the most queasy I’ve ev-

er gotten on a ride,” he said. 
The other three were having so 

much fun they rode it again.

STARSHIP 2000: “A FREAKIN’ PLUS”

All five teen-agers rode twice on 
the Starship, an enclosed version of 
the Round-Up with flashing lights 
and pulsing techno music.

“That’s the best ride ever,” said 
Joel Haugum.

The ride, hidden between the 
Dragon and the bumper cars, is 
the hidden treasure of the park, ac-
cording to the teens.

AUTO SKOOTERS: B 
Lakeside’s bumper cars didn’t do 

much to impress the teens, who 
suffered the same stalls and faulty 
steering that plague most bumper 
car rides.

“I gave it an A until the car died,” 
said Matthew Igli, who ended up 
with a C rating.

WILD CHIPMUNK: A 
A Lakeside trip that began on 

the Cyclone has to end on the 
Wild Chipmunk. The former may 
be the older and bigger coaster, 
but ask most park veterans about 
their favorite ride and surely 
you’ll be hearing about the hair-
pin turns and right angles of the 
Wild Chipmunk ride.

“That was pretty cool,” said Jo-
el Igli. “Every time I went around 
the corners, I was grabbing the 
ride.”

LAKESIDE, FROM PAGE 13

Elaina Martinez, 2, of 
Lakewood enjoys a 
lengthy ride on one of 
the pigs at the merry-
go-round Thursday 
night at Lakeside 
Amusement Park, 
4601 Sheridan Blvd. in 
Denver. The merry-go-
round has been a main-
stay of the park since 
its opening in 1908.
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LAKESIDE  
AMUSEMENT PARK
WHAT: Jefferson County’s largest 
and oldest amusement park

WHEN: Open daily through Aug. 
28. Major rides open at 6 p.m. 
weekdays and 1 p.m. weekends, 
or when employees show up.

WHERE: 4601 Sheridan Blvd. 
Denver, CO 80212

DETAILS:  For more information 
about the park, call 303-477-
1621.


