
Jefferson Symphony offers rare opportunities for musicians, audiences
BY STEVE GRAHAM
steveg@milehighnews.com

Michael and Shirley Marecak tap 
matching Birkenstocks to the 
beat as they bow their well-worn 

cellos in unison.
They look more like a pair of hippie sing-

er-songwriters than veteran orchestral mu-
sicians. Michael is wearing a fleece vest and 
his wife is in a black shirt inscribed “I can’t ... 
have rehearsal.”

She likely has to drop the excuse so of-
ten, it may be easier to just wear the shirt. 
After 36 years of playing cello together, the 
Denver retirees divide most of their time 
between three orchestras, various quartets 
and shows as a duo for house concerts.

“We spend so much time in Jefferson 
County we’re thinking of moving here,” Mi-
chael said.

They spend a lot of time behind the cel-
lo, but have no paid gigs. The couple per-
forms simply for the love of music, as do 
the 93 other Jefferson Symphony Orchestra 
members.

Since 1953, the orchestra has been per-
forming in Golden, and the 53rd concert 
season continues Sunday, Feb. 26, with a 
three-part concert at the Green Center on 
the Colorado School of Mines campus in 
Golden.

The Marecaks will be two of four cello 

soloists playing “Voice of the Wood” by con-
temporary composer Russell Peck. The or-
chestra will also play Franz Krommer’s 
“Concerto for Two Clarinets and Orchestra, 
Op. 91” and Shostakovich’s “Symphony No. 
5 in D Minor, Op. 47.”

She enjoys playing in the solo quartet, 
despite her “case of the jitters” before per-
formances, because she meets folks from 
different walks of life. 

The 95 orchestra members range in age 
from college students to retirees in their 70s, 
live all over the metro area and come from 
all walks of life. During a recent rehearsal, 
performers arrived in sweatshirts and suits 
carrying instruments that seemed to reflect 
a similar age range. Next to a shiny, pristine 
cello case was one covered in stickers for 
rock bands Switchfoot and Jars of Clay.

However, conductor William Morse said 
all the players come together for five regu-
lar-season concerts and several outdoor 
summer performances.

“They’re a really wonderful group,” he 
said. “They work hard. It’s a really good 
working atmosphere. It’s kind of a family.” 

The group has improved considerably 
since he took over the baton in 1999, he 
said.

“I’ve seen a lot of growth, growth in 
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Steve Mallinson hits his mark while rehearsing with the  Jefferson Symphony Orchestra 
on Feb. 13 at the Green Center in Golden.

Michael and Shirley 
Marecak, foreground, 
have been playing cello 
together for 36 years. 
The couple joined the 
Jefferson Symphony 
Orchestra four years 
ago and are now solo-
ists for the ensemble.
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ENCORE 

The Jefferson Symphony Young Artists Orchestra also has an upcoming performance at 4 
p.m. Sunday, March 5, at the Green Center, 925 16th St., Golden
The program of dramatic music includes “Berceuse” and the finale from “The Firebird Suite,” 
“South of the Border,” “The Star Spangled Banner” and Schumann’s Symphony No. 4 Finale. Musi-
cian, composer and Wheat Ridge High School graduate Frank M. Fyock is the JSYOA conductor.

See ORCHESTRA, page 11

A̒ polished orchestra so close to home’
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their ability to tackle difficult 
pieces,” he said.

The Marecaks are among sev-
eral orchestra members who also 
follow Morse to his other maestro 
gigs in the Evergreen Chamber Or-
chestra and the Metropolitan State 
Symphony Orchestra.

“The conductor is just fabu-
lous, and such a nice man,” Shir-
ley said.

He leads the group with a solid 
mix of encouraging support and 
strict professional coaching. 

“You’re all playing pretty well, 
but let’s see if we can find the 
beat,” he said recently during a re-
hearsal for the Peck composition 
that sounded fairly in tune and on 
the beat to a novice listener.

Morse’s expert guidance drew 
Naftari Burns into the orchestra. 
The 28-year-old cellist followed 
Morse from the Metro State or-
chestra.

“Bill’s just super fun to work 
with,” she said.

Fellow orchestra members are 
equally fun because of their pas-
sion for music, she said.

“These people are different be-

cause they’ve got jobs during the 
day,” she said. “These people just 
don’t want to quit playing.”

Colorado School of Mines stu-
dent Emily Dunham didn’t want 
to quit playing after high school. 
Because the engineering col-
lege didn’t have an orchestra, she 
picked the next best thing — the 
JSO rehearses and performs on 
the CSM campus.

“It’s my sanity, it’s my non-math 
and science sanity,” she said.

The group also offers sanity 
and respite for Jefferson County 
residents, Morse said.

“It’s a really positive thing for a 
community to have a polished or-
chestra so close to home they can 
call their own,” he said.

TUNE IN
WHAT: Jefferson Symphony 
Orchestra’s “Clarinets, Cellos and 
Shostakovich” concert
WHEN: 7 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 26
WHERE: Green Center, 925 16th 
St., Golden
COST: $17, with discounts for 
seniors and students
MORE: 303-278-4327

ORCHESTRA, FROM PAGE 10

THEATER EVENTS
THROUGH FEB. 25
The “E” Project, 9797 W. Colfax Ave., 
Lakewood, presents “What I Did Last 
Summer” at 7:30 p.m. Fridays and Satur-
days. Tickets are $10 to $12. www.thee-
project.org or 303-717-1238

THROUGH FEB. 26
The Arvada Center for the Arts and 
Humanities, 6901 Wadsworth Blvd., 
presents “The Heiress,” the story of one 
woman’s attempt to choose love over 
money in the aristocratic society of 1850s 
New York. Tickets are $32 to $42. www.
arvadacenter.org/theatre 720-898-7200

THROUGH MARCH 6
Red Rocks Community College, 13300 W. 
6th Ave., will present “The $64,000 Im-
prov,” a unique theatre improvisation play 
with a game show twist. Cost is $5. RRCC 
students are free with ID. 303-914-6458

THROUGH MARCH 19
Miners Alley Playhouse, 1224 Wash-
ington Ave., Golden, will present “Amy’s 
View,” the story of an aging London stage 
actress and her loving daughter. Show 
times are 7:30 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays 
and 6 p.m. Sundays. Cost is $16 or $18. 
303-935-3044

THROUGH MARCH 25
The Heritage Square Musical Hall 
Children’s Theatre, 18301 W. Colfax, 
Golden, presents “Young King Arthur” at 
1:30 p.m. on Saturdays. Tickets are $5 to 
$6. 303-279-7800

THROUGH APRIL 18
The Rocky Mountain College of Art 
and Design, 1600 Pierce St., Lakewood, 
is seeking quality artwork of all kinds for 
2007 exhibitions. Regional and national 
artists, students and non-students are 
encouraged to apply. 303-753-6046

THROUGH MAY 5
The Arvada Center for the Arts and 
Humanities, 6901 Wadsworth Blvd., 
presents “Alexander, Who’s Not Not Not 
Not Not Not Going to Move.” The musical 
tells the story of a little boy who refuses to 
leave his family and friends when his fa-

ther takes a job in a far-away city. Cost is 
$7 to $8. www.arvadacenter.org/children 
or 720-898-7200

THROUGH MAY 28
The Heritage Square Musical Hall, 
18301 W. Colfax Ave., will present “Phan-
tom of the Music Hall.” 303-279-7800

MARCH 2 TO 4
The Lakewood High School Theatre 
Company presents “Guys and Dolls” 
at 7 p.m. at Lakewood High School, 9700 
W. 8th Ave. Seating is reserved. Cost is 
$10 for adults, $8 for students and seniors 
and $6 for children under 10. 303-982-
7123

MARCH 5
The Lakewood Cultural Center, 470 
S. Allison Parkway, presents the dance 
troupe Alley II at 7 p.m. Cost is $25 for 
adults. 303-987-7876
The Lakewood Cultural Center, 470 S. 
Allison Parkway, will present “Ailey II” at 7 
p.m. This dance company features some 
of the country’s finest young dance talent. 
Tickets are $25. 303-987-7845
Arvada Covenant Church, 5555 Ward 
Road, will host “Mad Dogs and English-
men,” a Christian improvisational comedy 
duo at 6:30 p.m. The free performance is 
aimed at challenging individuals in their 
daily lives. 303-422-1235

AUDITIONS 
THROUGH MARCH 20
The Arvada Center Chorale invites all 
experienced choral singers to join them 
in singing the “Mozart Vespers” with 
their orchestra. Weekly rehearsals begin 
March 20. Call 720-898-7295 for more 
information or to pre-register.

ONGOING
The Wheat Ridge Community Chorale 
is auditioning for all voice parts. 303-431-
2201
Lakewood Symphony is holding audi-
tions for concertmaster, principal cello 
and bass, all section strings, second oboe 
and trumpet. Principal positions are paid. 
303-480-0400 

MUSIC EVENTS
THROUGH MARCH 26
The Opus 8 Wind Octet will perform 
Mozart’s popular Wind Serenades 
and opera transcriptions of Don 
Giovanni at 3 p.m. at the Olinger 
Crown Hill Chapel of Peace, 7777 W. 
29th Ave., Wheat Ridge. The concert 
is part of an ongoing celebration of 
Mozart’s 250th birthday 303-233-4611 
or www.CrownHillFuneral.com 

FEB. 23 AND 24
Windy Peak, featuring fiddler Gordon 
Burt, pianist Deborah Schmit-Lobis and 
guitarist and dulcimer player Kathleen 
Fagre, will perform at 7 p.m. at the Ar-
vada Center for the Arts and Humanities 
indoor galleries. Cost is $12, or $60 for 
the series. 720-898-7200 or www.ar-
vadacenter.org/concerts

FEB. 25
The Lakewood Cultural Center, 
430 S. Allison Parkway, will host the 
Lakewood Symphony’s performance of 
Prokofiev’s “Peter and the Wolf” at 11 
a.m. and 1:30 p.m. Tickets are $5. 303-
987-7845
The D-Note, 7519 Grandview Ave., 
Arvada, will host an evening of music 
from 4 to 7 p.m. to benefit the Arvada 
West Dog Park. Cost is $5 for an in-
dividual or $10 for a family. 303-421-
3487
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The January 2006 winner of $1,000 was
Cocker Kids

www.cocker.com/MadDogRanch/KidsFoundation.asp

www.applewoodfixit.com

THINGS TO DO
SUBMISSIONS

To submit a calendar listing, send 
information by noon Friday to 
events@milehighnews.com or 
by fax to 303-279-7157. Please 
include a contact number for 
publication.

See CALENDAR, page 12
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